348                       A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

In Cheapside to buy a license to commit whoredom
or to rob upon the highway, and stock-job Heaven
in Exchange-alley by puts and refusal!

If ever there was any magic in Egypt or Arabia
like this, history is entirely silent in it, nor had the
Devil ever craft enough to teach his disciples any
such art. What sums of money would the heathen
priests have raised if their gods had took bribes as
ours do ; and pardons for sin, and license to sin, had
been to be bought and sold at the church doors, as
it is with us !

But these are merry times, and the church magic
outdoes all the conjurings of the ancients, as much
as madam Violante outdoes a common stage-
tumbler, or as an hospital thorough-bred surgeon
does a mountebank tooth-drawer.

As to our religious magic, the enthusiasms and
heresies that reign among us, I think we must deal
with them just as their maker seems to have done,
let them alone, give them up to their own magic,
and to their own delusions, to believe the lies of
their own making. For as those holy cheats are
the easiest to be discovered, they are the hardest to
be cured, because they are generally supported from
this invisible world of spirits, these mighty good
superior beings ; that is to say, the Devil, with
whom the fathers of these religious frauds have so
intimate acquaintance, that the mischiefs they
spread, and the confusions which they bring every
day into all our religious establishment, are too
deep-rooted for all the skill and application of the
more religious world to cure.

But I must observe one thing here, which is ne-
cessary to your illumination; and though it should
bring me back, and draw me in again to the sin of
gravity, which the town hates ; yet venturing the
general displeasure, I say it is necessary to take no-
tice here, that these religious effluvia of hell, which